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Know a Haw Creek native with a story to tell? Call Chris Pelly at 298-5299

Haw Creek Native:
Interview with Betty Clark
By Chris Pelly 
Living in the home built by her grandfather in 1931, Betty Clark has seen many changes around 
Shawnee Trail, the street on which she lives in the Redwood Forest neighborhood. Today, the dull 
roar of nearby I-240 is a constant reminder of change wrought when highway construction sliced 
through east Asheville in the 1970’s.

“I was raised on Beaucatcher Rd and it was a quick 
trip back then to grandpa’s house on Shawnee Trail,” said Betty,  “Today, I-240 and a 
widened Tunnel Rd make the distance seem 
further.”
Although highways changed the character of 
Haw Creek and east Asheville, Betty herself has 
maintained a lifelong passion for the automo-
bile. From her first car, a 1939 Ford, to her 
present day Cadillac, she has always appreciated 
a fine vehicle. So much so that she worked many 
years at Harry’s On the Hill which enabled her 
to drive a fine yellow Cadillac through much of 

the 1970’s and 80’s.
Born to Pearl Penley Morrison and Lester Ephraim Morrison 
in 1926, Betty and her younger brother Charles, attended Haw 
Creek School in the 1930’s and early 40’s. Her first job was working the candy counter at the Kress 
Department Store downtown for 25 cents an hour. “I made $11 a week but when I was offered a position 
at Sayles Bleachery for $18 a week as a secretary I took it.” “Back then Sayles had a union and wages for 
everyone, even secretaries, were pretty good.”
Politics were a big part of her family’s life growing up. “Daddy was a die-hard Roosevelt Democrat. When 
my brother was fighting in the Korean War and Eisenhower, a Republican, ran on a platform of ending the 
war, daddy was torn.” “Finally he said to my mother, I’ll go fishing so I don’t cancel out your vote.”
Living now back in the home her grandfather built, Betty Clark reflects that although much has changed, 
much is still the same. Sayles Bleachery is now Super Wal-Mart and pastures have become highways but 
mostly people still want to help each other and give their children the opportunity to succeed.

Betty Clark with her Cadillac,  
Sept, 2010

Betty and infant brother Charles with their great 
grandmother about 1930.

Betty’s parents Pearl and LE 
Morrison about 1940.

Betty (Morrison) Clark on the hood of her 
first car, a 1939 Ford. Taken in 1945 when 
Betty was 19 years old.

Haw Creek High School Reunion
-- Chris Pelly

Unknown to many newer valley residents is the fact that Haw Creek once 
had its own high school. Until 1948, when declining enrollment sent our 
teens to Lee Edwards High School (now Asheville High) and later to 
Reynolds, Haw Creek youth were schooled in the same building from 
grades 1 to 11.
On Saturday, October 9th many of the remaining Haw Creek High 
School graduates gathered in Bethesda Church for their annual reunion. 
With the last class having graduated 62 years ago, participation is slowly 
declining.
Nevertheless, Joe Bly (class of ‘45), regaled us with the story of the quiet 
and shy girl whose talent show singing brought the audience to its feet 
and gave her the confidence to enter the adult world. Winner of old-
est grad present was Virginia Cordell Boone (class of ‘31) followed by 
Elizabeth Trantham (class of ‘34).
Spending time with these Haw Creek originals, one cannot help feeling 
they are in the midst of living history. With each having spent 60, 70, 80 
or even 90 years in the Haw Creek community, each convey a sense of 
groundedness rare in our society and our neighborhood is the better for it.

Starting in the back row on the left: W. C. “Dash” Hensley, Jr., Hilda 
Gasperson, Roy Mac Gasperson, Barbara Young, Harry David Bur-
nette, Elizabeth Jolly Trantham, Edwin & Mary Penley Whitaker, Judy 
Jolly Stevens, Oscar Lewis, Helen Hensley, Joyce Trantham Keever, 
Mabel Lewis Mungo, Berkley & Bob Ruiz, Don Hensley, Joe Bly, Ethel 
Ray Austin
Sitting down: Virginia Cordell Boone, Elva Vogelsang Hawkins, Clara 
Elizabeth Webb Cooper, Billy Webb, Margaret Burnette King
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Meeting 

Thurs, Oct 28th, 7pm
Location: St Johns Church

Salute To Neighborhood Toy Stores 
Sarah Evers:  Dancing Bear Toys-255-8697  
Gary Green:  The Toy Box-254-8697 
Stan Collins:  Once Upon A Time-274-8788
On Saturday, Nov. 13, the American Specialty Toy Retailers Association (ASTRA) 
will launch a nationwide salute to neighborhood toy stores.
Asheville is lucky to have three locally owned toy stores—Once Upon A Time, The 
Toy Box , and Dancing Bear Toys—who will unveil the 2010 list of the “Best Toys 
For Kids” as selected by ASTRA member stores across the country.  The criteria is 
toys that deliver exceptional value, expand a child’s imagination, invite discovery, 
and encourage creativity!
“Parents are discovering that shopping at neighborhood and independent retailers 
is not only the most convenient  choice, it also is economically and socially respon-
sible,”: stated Kathleen McHugh, ASTRA president. “For every $100 spent in local, 
independently-owned stores, $68 returns to the community—in contrast with only 
$43 dollars when consumers shop at a national chain”.  
“In addition to fun, toys build creativity, help in child math, spelling, and science, as 
well as inviting imaginative discovery,” confirmed the three store owners. “We sup-
ply quality over novelty, classic and innovative toys that are affordable, provide end-
less opportunities for creative fun, and last for years, even generations, of playtime. 
It’s what the child can do with the toy, rather than what the toy does.” 
Generally, toys sold by independent stores are not available in the mass market or 
advertised on television.  They are made by smaller manufacturers, who focus more 
on quality and educational value.  By supporting your neighborhood toy stores, 
you may bring home more than just the perfect gift, you’ll share in the spirit of the 
season.
Have a Fun Day,
Cassidy C. Cloyed

Lost Your Pet? ACT FAST!
-- Beth Jezek
If you lose your dog or your cat, it’s important that 
you act fast! Visit local animal shelters every few 
days to look for your animal and to complete a lost 
pet report. Our closest shelter is operated by the 
Asheville Humane Society at 16 Forever Friend 
Lane, Asheville 28806 (behind Deal Motor Cars on 
Brevard Rd.) Phone: 828 761-2001.
In North Carolina the legal hold time for stray 
animals is 72 hours. After that, the animals can be 
evaluated for adoption, euthanasia or transfer to a 
rescue group. There will be fees involved in claim-
ing your pet from a shelter.
You should also talk to your neighbors, post fliers in 
your neighborhood, at local vet offices, in grocery 
stores, etc.
Better yet, take preventive measures. Get your pet 
microchiped, get a collar with ID tags, and keep 
your pet indoors or in an enclosed yard. Most 
importantly get your pet spayed or neutered to keep 
them from wandering off to find a mate.
If you find a pet without identification, you can take 
it to the shelter during business hours or call Animal 
Control at 828 252-1110.
For more information see http://www.ashevillehu-
mane.org/lost-found.


